Salivary neoplasms presenting with radiologic venous invasion: an imaging pearl to diagnosing metastatic renal cell carcinoma.
We report the case of a 64-year-old otherwise healthy woman who presented with left facial swelling. Imaging of the neck revealed multiple masses in the salivary and thyroid glands. The mass in the left parotid gland was associated with an intravenous extension into the retromandibular, facial and internal jugular veins in the left neck. Based on multiplicity of these masses and the presence of radiologic venous invasion, the diagnosis of metastatic renal cell carcinoma (RCC) was suggested on imaging, which was subsequently confirmed on systemic workup and pathology findings. Although RCC metastasizes to the salivary glands, the primary presentation of RCC with both salivary and thyroid gland masses is extremely rare, with only a few reports. The above feature and its imaging diagnosis based on local venous invasion are the highlights of this report.